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(54) Printing verified pre-approved images 



(57) A method for accessing a pre-approved image 
associated with a user which is stored in a first memory 
by an authorizing agency and is assigned a particular 
identification code which is linked to the pre-approved 
image and for making a document having such pre-ap- 
proved image, including the steps of the user transfer- 
ring his or her Identification code for the pre-approved 
image to a receiving agency; the receiving agency ac- 



cessing the stored pre-approved image using the trans- 
fenred identication code and transferring such pre-ap- 
proved image to a second memory; the receiving agen- 
cy viewing the pre-approved image from the second 
memory so the receiving agency can verify that the 
viewed image is authentic; and printing the pre-ap- 
proved authenicated image, text or graphics from the 
second memory at the receiving agency as part of a doc- 
ument. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to verifying the authen- 
ticity of a user using prepre-approved images. 
[0002] Digital technologies enable a user to digitize a 
personal image such as a hardcopy print or photograph- 
ic negative by scanning the print or photographic nega- 
tive to obtain image data which is stored as an image 
file on the user's personal computer. The image file can 
be displayed on the user's personal computer enabling 
the user to manipulate selected images using software 
such as Adobe PhotoShop. The user can transmit the 
image file over a channel such as the Intemet or send 
via the U. S. Postal Service a hard copy of the image 
such as a print to a receiving agency for printing, reprint- 
ing and ordering related image services. Services se- 
lected using the chosen images are used in a number 
of different applications. In one of those applications, so- 
called "sticker prints" are made on a print media having 
an adhesive base and arranged so that they can be 
peeled off and individually pasted onto another surface. 
However, these stickers are not used in situations, 
which require that they be "authentic" such as postage 
stamps. By use of the term "authentic" is meant that the 
image can indicate to a viewer or a reader with a high 
degree of certainty that the image has not been coun- 
terfeited. 

[0003] One of the image related services might be the 
request for personalized postage stamps. Personalized 
postage stamps is where stamps are produced on de- 
mand with customer specified subject matter. Currently 
one of the requirements of postal authorities is that the 
image contents of a postal stamp be regulated with re- 
spect to quality, authenticity of the stamp and other char- 
acteristics such as the nature of the subject matter. By 
subject matter it is meant any depiction or otherwise rep- 
resentation portrayed in printed or encoded fonri on the 
stamp. There are specific guidelines and safeguards to 
protect the public and individuals with respect to decen- 
cy, objectionable images and or text, and the right to use 
a specific image or representation in the form of postal 
stamps. The authorizing agency receiving the digital im- 
age file displays at least one received digital image and 
examines the displayed digital image to determine 
whether its contents are acceptable for making images. 
After examining the displayed image and verifying the 
user's authorization information, the authorizing agency 
approves the printing of the transmitted digital image on 
a receiver such as a stamp at a designated location. 
[0004] One problem with the methods disclosed 
above is there are no provisions for permanently storing 
an image and its authorization so the image can be print- 
ed again at a later time on a receiver such as a stamp 
without having to be pre-approved. 
[0005] A second problem is that in addition to the im- 
age there can be associated text and graphics that has 
been previously pre-approved and would need to be 
pre-approved to be printed again on a receiver such as 
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a stamp. 

[0006] A third problem is the user would have to re- 
submit the image, text, and graphic to the authoring 
agency along with their permission to print the image, 
5 text and graphics on a receiver such as a stamp. 

[0007] A fourth problem is after an image, text or 
graphic has been submitted and pre-approved there is 
no way to identify and track the image, text or graphic 
for later retrieval and use. 

[0008] A fifth problem is after an image, text or graphic 
has been submitted and verified there is no way to in- 
corporate the retrieved image, text or graphics into an 
existing document that is printed at the requesting site. 
[0009] An object of the present invention is to provide 
a method in which pre-approved images are use to ver- 
ify the authenticity of the user eliminating the problems 
discussed above. 

[0010] This object is achieved by a method for ac- 
cessing a pre-approved image associated with a user 
which is stored in a first memory by an authorizing agen- 
cy and is assigned a particular identification code which 
is linked to the pre-approved image and for making a 
document having such pre-approved image, comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) the user transferring his or her identification 
code for the pre-approved image to a receiving 
agency; 

(b) the receiving agency accessing the stored pre- 
approved image using the transferred identication 
code and transferring such pre-approved image to 
a second memory; 

(c) the receiving agency viewing the pre-approved 
image from the second memory so the receiving 
agency can verify that the viewed image is authen- 
tic; and 

(d) printing the pre-approved authenicated image, 
text or graphics from the second memory at the re- 
ceiving agency as part of a document. 

[001 1] A feature of the invention is that text and graph- 
ics can be associate with the pre-approved image in the 
first memory. This feature makes the present invention 
particularly suitable for making postage stamps. It also 
has a wide range of applications where it is needed to 
verify the identity of the user. For example it could be 
used for college board registration, ticketing, voter reg- 
istration, credit card verification and so forth. 
[0012] Another feature of the present invention is to 
print the person's image as an intregral part of the doc- 
ument at the second memory location creating a docu- 
ment such as a ticket, money order, gift certificate, test 
application, voter registration card, identification card, 
prescription label or document containing the person 
authenicated image. Printing the authenticated image 
of the person who purchased or is going to use the ticket, 
money order, gift certificate, test application, voter reg- 
istration card, identification card, prescription label or 
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document provides a method for the issuer or seller of 
the ticket etc to verify that the right person receives and 
uses the ticket and so forth. 

[0013] An additional feature of the present invention 
is to provide the person buying or using the document 
such as a ticket, a way to verify to the issuer or seller 
that they are the person who bought the document or 
are the person who should be using the document. 
[0014] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for re- 
motely selecting images and transmitting a digital file of 
the selected image to an authorizing agency such as a 
post office; 

[001 5] FIG. 2a is a hardcopy print of the pre-approved 
image with an assigned identification code; 
[0016] FIG. 2b Is a hardcopy print of a document in 
the fomn of a ticket with the pre-approved image of the 
user with an assigned identification code; 
[0017] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a system for re- 
questing and receiving a pre-approved image at a mem- 
ory location different than the authorizing agency for the 
production of such items as personalized postage 
stamps requiring authorization; 
[0018] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system for re- 
questing from the first memory location and receiving at 
a different memory location a pre-approved image for 
the purpose of verifying the identity of the user. 
[001 9] FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing how the user se- 
lects an image and sends a digital file of the selected 
image and authorizing information over the communica- 
tion links to the authorizing agency; 
[0020] FIG. 6 is a flow chart continuing the flow chart 
of FIG. 5 and shows how selected images and author- 
izing information are received, approved, linked and 
stored by the authorizing agency; 
[0021] FIG. 7 is a flow chart continuing from the flow 
chart of FIG. 6 and shows how pre-approved images are 
used to verify the identity of the user at a remote loca- 
tion; and 

[0022] FIG. 8 is a flow chart continuing from the flow 
chart of FIG, 7 and shows how pre-approved images are 
printed on a document at a remote location. 
[0023] Referring now to FIG. 1 , there is illustrated a 
system for remotely selecting an image and transmitting 
the selected image to an authorizing agency along with 
authorizing information for authorizing, encoding and 
storage in a first memory location for later retrieval and 
use. The user submitting the selected image can later 
request the pre-approved image is used to produce 
stamps or other document requiring a pre-approved im- 
age. In addition the user can request the pre-approved 
image be transmitted to a second memory location (See 
FIG. 3) to verify the identity of the user requesting a serv- 
ice. A user on a personal computer 20 or interactive TV 
views a set of personal images 30 at a remote memory 
location 1 0. The viewing can be done on the user's own 
personal computer, at a kiosk or other device at the re- 
mote memory location 1 0. The remote memory location 
10 for example can be the user's home, a cyber cafe or 
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place that has the ability to access images and transmit 
the images to the authorizing agency. The source of the 
set 30 of the personal images can be image files stored 
in digital fonnat on floppy and hard disks, Picture CDs, 
5 Photo CDs, and CD-ROMs. The image files can be 
down loaded from the Internet using a system such as 
Kodak's PhotoNet, or negatives and prints can be 
scanned using a film scanner 45 or print scanner 55 and 
displayed on a personal computer's display 60. The de- 
10 sired image 40 is then selected and authorizing infor- 
mation is provided on the authorization fomi 230 (See 
FIG. 5). The authorizing infonnation includes but not lim- 
ited to the user's address, date of birth, motor vehicle 
license number, and credit card number. The user pro- 
's vides authorization that the image can be used at a later 
time to produce at the request of the user stamps or oth- 
er documents requiring a pre-approved image. In addi- 
tion the user authorizes that the image can be transmit- 
ted to a second memory location when requested to ver- 
20 ify the identity of the user. 

[0024] A digital file of the selected image 40 and the 
authorizing information are sent via a modem 70 to the 
authorizing agency 80 such as the U.S. Postal Service, 
an airiine ticketing agent, college, drug store, etc over 
25 communication links 90 such as the Internet. The au- 
thorizing agency 80 receives the image file and author- 
izing infomnation via a modem 115. The authorizing 
agency 80 verifies the received image file by viewing the 
received selected image 40 and the authorizing infor- 
30 mation on a monitor 110 and authorizes or approves the 
received selected image 40. The authorizing agency as- 
signs an identification code 118, records the image file, 
identification code 118 and authorizing information us- 
ing a computer 95, and stores the image file, identifica- 
35 tion code 118 and authorizing information as a pre-ap- 
proved image 1 00 in a first memory location 1 05 such 
as on a server. The identification code 1 1 8 is used later 
for identff Nation and retrieval of the image file of the pre- 
approved image 100 and authorization infomnation from 
40 the first memory location 1 05. 

[0025] In the case where the selected image 40 is an 
image of the user and the selected image 40 is to be 
used to verify the identity of the user, the appropriate 
steps need to be taken to guarantee the selected image 
45 40 is an actual image of the user. The appropriate steps 
require the user provide proof of identity. Establishing 
proof of identity may require the user's have their picture 
taken at a specific location such as the Department of 
Motor Vehicle. Proof of identity may also be established 
50 by providing a previously issued passport, Certifrcate of 
Naturalization, driver's license, or a Government Issue 
Identity card or pass or having the user appear in person 
to register a previously taken picture. After the user has 
met the proof of identity requirements for the selected 
55 image 40, the selected Image 40 is stored at the first 
memory location 105 as the pre-approved image 100 
for use to verify the user's identity. 
[0026] Referring to FIG. 2a, a hardcopy print 119 of 
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the pre-approved image 1 00 with identification code 1 1 8 
is shown. The pre-approved image 1 00 is given a spe- 
cific identification code 118 which can be printed onto 
the hardcopy print 119 in visible or invisible form along 
with the name 121 of the user. The identification code 
118 can be in the form of a barcode, a numerical code 
with optical character recognition characteristics or a 
digital code embedded in the image itself. The identifi- 
cation code 118 and name 121 can be printed in visble 
form using fluorescent of phosphorescent dyes or other 
visble inks or dyes and non-visible fomri using infra red 
inks such as manufactured by the Eastman Chemical 
Company under the trade name N.I.R.R (near-infrared 
fluorophore) inks. 

[0027] When the pre-approved image 1 00 is request- 
ed for the purpose of verifying the identity of the user, 
the user's name 121 can be encoded and or printed on 
the hardcopy print 119. The user's name 121 can also 
be encoded as part of the image file transmitted from 
the first memory location 1 05 to a second memory loca- 
tion 140 at a receiving agency 136 (See FIG. 3). When 
the authorizing agency 80 is an airline ticketing agency, 
the authorizing agency 80 can add additional infomna- 
tion to the digital file such as price, date, departure and 
arrival times, etc and transmit these to the second mem- 
ory location 140 at the receiving agency 136. 
[0028] Referring now to FIG. 2b when the receiving 
agency 136 (See FIG. 3) is printing certain documents, 
such as an electronically issued airtine tickets, where 
the user or recelpient is required to show proof of identity 
to pickup the ticket 122, a received digital image 170 of 
the pre-approved image 1 00 of the user is printed direct- 
ly onto the ticket 122 eliminating the need for the user 
to provided other identification. The identification code 
118 may or may not be pritnted as part of the ticket. The 
received digital image 1 70 of the user may be printed 
on a ticket 122 to a concert or sporting event ensuring 
that the person picking up the ticket 122 is the person 
who order and paid for the ticket 122. The received dig- 
ital image 1 70 of the user may be printed on other official 
document such as a deed, title, student identification 
card, college board registration, or voter registration. 
[0029] Referring back to FIG. 1 , the user sends a 
hardcopy 125 of the image 40 and authorizing informa- 
tion to the authorizing agency 80 via a carrier such as 
the U.S. Postal Service, Federal Express, or DHL. The 
authorizing agency 80 receives the hardcopy image 
1 25, scans the hard copy image 1 25 and the authorizing 
information using a scanner 135 such as an Epson ES- 
1200C, records the image file including authorizing in- 
formation using a computer 95. The authorizing agency 
80 assigns an identification code 1 1 8 and stores the dig- 
ital file of the pre-approved image, authorization infor- 
mation and identification codel 1 8 in a first memory lo- 
cation 1 05. 

[0030] The user can request at a later date a number 
of personalized stamps 1 20 be produced using the pre- 
approved image 100, The personalized stamps 120 are 



produced using a themnal printer 1 30 such as a KODAK 
PS 8650 Color Printer or a KODAK Photo Printer 4700. 
Other types of digital printers such as a KODAK CRT 
Digital Color Printer, a Hewlett Packard Deskjet 870Cix 
5 Inkjet Printer, or a digital electrophotographic printer 
such as an Indigo - E - 1 000 can be used to produce the 
personalized stamps 120. 

[0031] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a system for re- 
questing the pre-approved image from the first memory 
10 location 1 05 for use at the second memory location 1 40, 
which can be in a server or another computer 1 60 locat- 
ed at the receiving agency 136. The request can be for 
the pre-approved image 100 to be used for the produc- 
tion of items requiring authorization such as personal- 
's ized postage stamps 120. The receiving agency 136, 
which can be a photof inisher includes the second mem- 
ory location 1 40 , or any place capable of receiving, stor- 
ing on a mass storage unit 162 and printing the pre-ap- 
proved received digital image 1 70. Using the identrfica- 
20 tion code 118 (See FIG. 2a), the second memory loca- 
tion 140 of the receiving agency 136 requests a digital 
file of the pre-approved image 100 and authorizing in- 
fonnation be sent via a modem 70 (See FIG. 1) to the 
second memory location 140 over communbation links 
25 90 such as the Internet. The second memory location 
140 of the receiving agency 136 receives the image file 
and authorizing infomriation via a modem 1 55 from the 
first memory location 1 05. The second memory location 
140 of the receiving agency 136 records the image file 
30 and authorizing infomnation using the computer 160, 
and stores the image file and authorizing infomnation at 
the second memory location 1 40 of the receiving agency 
136 on the mass storage unit 162. 
[0032] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a system for re- 
35 questing from the first memory location 1 05 and receiv- 
ing a pre-approved image 100. FIG. 4 depk:ts a receiv- 
ing agency 1 36a which is similar to the receiving agency 
1 36 shown in FIG. 3. In FIG. 4 a remote memory location 
175 is provided for the purpose of verifying the identity 
40 of the user The remote memory location 1 75 at the re- 
ceiving agency 1 36a can be provided in a sender or an- 
other computer 185. Using the identification code 118, 
the remote memory location 1 75 requests a digital file 
of the pre-approved image 100 including the user's au- 
45 thorizing infomnation be transmitted over communica- 
tion links 90 such as the Intemet to the remote memory 
location 1 75. The image file is received via a modem 
145 at the remote memory location 175 and recorded 
using the computer 1 85. The identity of the user is ver- 
50 if ied by either viewing the pre-approved image 1 00 and 
authorizing infomnation on a monitor 180 or printing a 
hardcopy of the received digital image 1 70 and author- 
izing infomnation on a printer 190. The received image 
and authorizing information are can be stored for later 
55 reference using in a mass storage unit 1 65. For exam- 
ple, the receiving agency 136a can be a college which 
desires to verify a student's identity, or for voter regis- 
tration or anyplace that requires an image of the user to 
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verify the user's identify. 

[0033] Now referring to FIG. 5 there is provided a flow 
chart showing how the user selects an innage at the re- 
mote location 10 and sends a digital file of the selected 
image 40 and authorizing infomnation over the commu- 
nication links 90 to the authorizing agency 80. The user 
selects the images 200 from the image files stored in 
the remote memory location's 175 memory to be dis- 
played. The user as shown in block 21 0 selects from the 
display 60 the Image 40 to be submitted for approval. 
The user then as shown in block 220 completes the au- 
thorizing fomn 230 providing the authorizing infomnation. 
The authorizing form 230 contains the identification 
code 118. The user and the authorizing agency 80 can 
use the identification code 11 8 to insure the image 1 00 
received by the authorizing agency 80 did come from 
and belong to the user requesting the selected image 
40 be approved. The authorizing information includes 
but not limited to the user's address, date of birth, motor 
vehicle license number, and credit card number. 
[0034] The user can request the authorizing agency 
80 to link the user's pre-approved digital image 170 of 
the user to the user's credit card number. When the sec- 
ond memory location 140 requests payment from the 
authorizing agency 80, the second memory location 1 40 
can request the user's pre-approved digital image 1 70 
be sent to the second memory location 140 along with 
the authorization for payment. The second memory lo- 
cation 140 can then use the user's pre-approved digital 
image 1 70 to verify that the person using the credit card 
is the owner of the credit card. 

[0035] The credit card includes a payment identifier 
which is usable to authorize payment from the user's 
account. It will be understood that the user can transfer 
the identification code 11 8 to an agent such as a friend 
or relative or business associate. After the authorizing 
agency 80 receives the payment identifier from the user 
or agent, the authorizing agency 80 receives payment 
from the user's account using such payment Identifier. 
The user in addition to providing the identifiers of the 
image files, the user can also include text and graphics 
and respectively, which he or she wishes to have ap- 
proved. In block 240, the user electronically attaches the 
image file of the selected image 40 to the authorizing 
form file. In block 250 the user selects an authorizing 
agency 80 and e-mails as shown in block 260 e-mails 
both files to the selected authorizing agency 80. 
[0036] Now referring FIG. 6, which continues the flow 
chart of FIG. 5 and shows how selected images and au- 
thorizing infonnation are received, approved, linked and 
stored by the authorizing agency 80. The authorizing 
agency 80 receives in block 300 the image 1 00, text, 
graphics and authorizing information, approves the im- 
age 1 00, text, graphics and validates the authorizing in- 
fonmation. The authorizing agency 80 assigns In block 
310 the identification code 1 1 8, and in block 320 stores 
the image, text and graphics files, identification code 
118 and authorizing infomation in the first memory lo- 



cation 105 linking the identification code 118, image 
100, text, graphics and authorization Information. 
[0037] In block 330, the authorizing agency 80 notifies 
the user orthe user's agents and that the user's selected 

5 image 40 has been approved and can be accessed us- 
ing the identification code 118. 
[0038] Now referring to FIG. 7, which continues the 
flow chart of FIG. 6, and shows how the pre-approved 
image 1 00 is used to verify the identity of the user at the 

10 remote memory location 175 of the receiving agency 
1 36a. After selecting and submitting an image of himself 
or herself and receiving the identification code 118 from 
the authorizing agency 80 confimrtlng the selected im- 
age 40 is approved as described in FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, 

'5 the user can now use the pre-approved Image 1 00 to 
verify their identity. As shown in block 400 when the user 
needs to verify his or her identity, the user provides to a 
requester at the remote memory location 1 75 of the re- 
ceiving agency 136a the identification code 1 1 8 and the 

20 address of the authorizing agency 80 at the first memory 
location 105 where the pre-approved Image 100 is 
stored. The address can be an e-mail or regular mail 
address. As shown block 405, using the identification 
code 118, the requester at the remote memory location 

25 1 75 of the receiving agency 1 36a requests from the au- 
thorizing agency 80 at the first memory location 1 05 the 
digital file or hardcopy print 11 9 of the pre-approved im- 
age 100 including the user's authorizing information. In 
block 41 0, upon receiving and validating the request us- 

30 ing the identification number 1 1 8. The authorizing agen- 
cy 80 at the first memory location 105 transmits as 
shown in block 415 over communication links 90 such 
as the Intemet the requested image 1 00 to the requester 
at remote memory location 1 75 of the receiving agency 

35 1 36a. The authorizing agency 80 at the first memory lo- 
cation 105 can mail the hardcopy print 119 of the re- 
quested image 1 00 via the U.S. Postal Service or some 
other courier service such as Federal Express. The im- 
age 170 is received and recorded In block 420 by the 

40 requester at the remote memory location 1 75 of the re- 
ceiving agency 136a. 

[0039] As shown in block 425 the identity of the user 
is verified by displaying and viewing the received digital 
image 170 and authorizing infonnation or creating a 

45 hardcopy 1 78 of the received digital image 1 70 and au- 
thorizing information. The received digital Image 170 
and authorizing infonnation can be stored In block 430 
by the requester at the remote memory location 175 of 
the receiving agency 1 36a for later reference. 

50 [0040] Now ref ending to FIG. 8, which continues the 
flow chart of FIG. 7, and shows how the pre-approved 
digital image 1 70 is printed as part of a document at the 
remote memory location 175. As shown in decision 
block 510, the remote memory location 175 decides If 

55 the received digital image 1 70 is to be printed as part of 
the document such as the ticket 122 shown in FIG. 2b. 
If the received digital image 1 70 is printed as part of the 
document, the received image file is combined with the 
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document file as shown in blocic 51 5. The document with 
the received digital image 1 70 is then printed at the re- 
mote memory location 175 as shown in block 520. The 
printed document with the pre-approved digital image 
170 is held at the remote memory location 1 75 until it is 
claimed by the user or the user's authorized agent. 
[0041] The invention has been described in detail with 
particular reference to certain preferred embodiments 
thereof, but it will be understood that variations and 
modifications can be effected within the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 

[0042] Otherfeaturesof the invention are included be- 
low. 

[0043] The method further including providing text or 
graphics associated with the pre-approved image. 
[0044] The method wherein the pre-approved image 
is delivered to the receiving agency via a courier service. 
[0045] The method wherein the user provides a pay- 
ment identifier specifying a credit card account to the 
authorizing agency and providing payment to the au- 
thorizing agency using the payment identified. 

PARTS LIST 



Parts List cont'd 



[0047] 



[0046] 

10 

20 

30 

40 

45 

55 

60 

70 

80 

90 

95 

100 

105 

110 

115 

118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

125 

130 

135 

136 

136a 

145 

140 



remote location 
personal computer 
personal images 
selected image 
film scanner 
print scanner 
display 
modem 

authorizing agency 
communication link 
computer 

pre-approved image 
first memory location 
monitor 
modem 

identification code 
hardcopy print 
personalized stamps 
user's name 
ticket 
hardcopy 
printer 
scanner 

receiving agency 
receiving agency 
modem 

second memory location 



5 155 
160 
162 
165 
170 

10 175 
180 
185 
190 
200 

15 210 
220 
230 
240 
250 

20 260 
300 
310 
320 
330 

25 400 
405 
410 
415 
420 

30 425 
430 

510 



45 



50 



55 



modem 

computer 

mass storage unit 

mass storage unit 

digital image 

remote memory location 

monitor 

computer 

printer 

select image to display 

select image to submit 

fills out authorizing form 

authorizing fonn 

attaches selected images 

select authorizing agency 

e-mail authorization fonm 

receives image file and authorization form 

assigns identification code 

stores image file and authorization form 

notifies user 

provides Identification code to user 
request pre-approved image 
receives and validates request 
transmits pre-approved image 
receives pre-approved image 
verifies user's identity 

stores pre-approved image and authorization 
fomri 

decision block 



35 Parts List cont'd 
[0048] 

51 5 merge image file with document file 
40 520 print document with received digital image 
525 document claimed 



Claims 

1 . A method for accessing a pre-approved image as- 
sociated with a user which is stored in a first mem- 
ory by an authorizing agency and is assigned a par- 
ticular identification code which Is linked to the pre- 
approved image and for making a document having 
such pre-approved image, comprising the steps of: 

(a) the user transferring his or her identification 
code for the pre-approved image to a receiving 
agency; 

(b) the receiving agency accessing the stored 
pre-approved image using the transferred iden- 
tication code and transferring such pre-ap- 
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proved image to a second memory; 

(c) the receiving agency viewing the pre-ap- 
proved image from the second memory so the 
receiving agency can verify that the viewed im- 
age is authentic; and 5 

(d) printing the pre-approved authenicated im- 
age, text or graphics from the second memory 
at the receiving agency as part of a document. 



image on the document is a ticket. 

10. The method of claim 8 wherein the pre-approved 
image is sent to the second memory via the Internet 



2. The method of claim 1 where in the pre-approved io 
image on the document is a ticket. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the pre-approved 
image is sent to the second memory via the Internet 

15 

4. The method of claim 1 further including providing 
text or graphics associated with the pre-approved 
image. 

5. The method of daim 1 wherein the pre-approved 20 
Image Is delivered to the receiving agency via a cou- 
rier service. 



6. The method of claim 1 wherein the user provides a 
payment identifier specifying a credit card account 25 
to the authorizing agency and providing payment to 
the authorizing agency using the payment identi- 
fied. 



7. The method of claim 1 wherein the user provides 30 
proof of identity to the authorizing agency to be in- 
cluded with the pre-appoved image.. 



8. A method for accessing a pre-approved image as- 
sociated with an image of a user which Is stored in 35 
a first memory by an authorizing agency and is as- 
signed a particular Identification code which is 
linked to the pre-approved image and for making a 
document having such pre-approved image, com- 
prising the steps of: 40 



(a) the user or an agent of the user transferring 
his or her identification code for the pre-ap- 
proved image of themselves to a receiving 
agency; 45 

(b) the receiving agency accessing the stored 
pre-approved image using the transferred iden- 
tication code and transferring such pre-ap- 
proved image to a remote mennory location; 

(c) the receiving agency viewing the pre-ap- so 
proved image from the remote memory location 
memory so the receiving agency verifies the 
identity of the user; and 

(d) printing the pre-approved authenicated im- 
age, text or graphics from the second memory 55 
at the receiving agency as part of a document.. 



9. The method of claim 8 where in the pre-approved 
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FLIGHT 890 

DATE: FEB 14,2000 
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USER AT REMOTE LOCATION 
SELECTS IMAGE 



I 



.200 



USER SELECTS AN IMAGE TO BE 
SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 



210 



USER FILLS OUT THE 
FOLLOWING AUTHORIZATION FORM 



AUTHORIZATION FORM 
CONTAINING INFORMATION 
TO BE COMPILED BY THE USER 



220 



230 



USER AUACHES SELECTECi 
IMAGES TO AUTHORIZATION FORM 



USER SELECTS AN 
AUTHORIZING AGENCY 



240 



■ 250 



USER E-MAILS THE AUTHORIZATION 
FORM AND IMAGE TO THE SELECTED 
AUTHORIZING AGENCY 



260 



TO FIG. 6 



FIG. 5 



12 



EP1 134 710 A2 



FROM FIG. 5 



AUTHORIZING AGENCY RECEIVES SELECTED 
IMAGE AND AUTHORIZING INFORMATION 
APPROVES IMAGE AND VALIDATES 
AUTHORIZING INFORMATION 



500 



AUTHORIZING AGENCY ASSIGNS AN 
IDENTIFICATION CODE LINKING CODE, 
IMAGE. AND AUTHORIZING INFORMATION 



310 



AUTHORIZING AGENCY STORES 
IDENTIFICATION CODE, IMAGE AND 
AUTHORIZING INFORMATION IN 
FIRST MEMORY LOCATION 



I 



320 



.330 



AUTHORIZING AGENCY NOTIFIES 
USER THE SELECTED IMAGE IS APPROVED 
AND CAN BE ACCESSED USING THE IDENTIFICATION CODE 



TO FIG. 7 



FIG 6 
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FROM F/6.6 



400 



THE USER PROVIDES THE IDENWiCATlON CODE AND 
ADDRESS OF THE AUTHORIZING AGENCY AT THE FIRST 
MEMORY LOCATION TO THE REQUESTER 
AT THE REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION 



405 



THE REQUESTER AT THE REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION USING 
THE IDENTIFICATION CODE REQUESTS THE PRE-APPROVED 
IMAGE FROM THE AUTHORIZING AGENCY AT 
THE FIRST MEMORY LOCATION 



4/0 



THE AUTHORIZING AGENCY AT THE FIRST MEMORY LOCATION 
RECEIVES AND VALIDATES THE REQUEST FOR THE 
PRE-APPROVED IMAGE USING THE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 



415 



THE AUTHORIZING AGENCY AT THE FIRST MEMORY LOCATION 
TRANSMITS THE PRE-APPROVED IMAGE TO THE REQUESTER AT 
THE REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION 



THE PRE-APPROVED IMAGE IS RECEIVED BY THE 
REQUESTER AT THE REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION 



420 





THE REQUESTER AT THE REMOTE MEMORY 
LOCATION VERIFIES THE IDENTITY OF THE USER BY 
DISPLAYING THE RECEIVED IMAGE AND 
AUTHORIZING INFORMATION 


^425 










THE RECEIVED IMAGE AND AUTHORIZING INFORMATION IS 
STORED BY THE REQUESTER AT THE REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION 





TO FIG. 8 



FIG. 7 
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FROM FIG. 7 



5/0 



IS THE 
RECEIVED TO BE 
PRINTED ON A 
DOCUMENT 
P 



YES 



5/5 



THE PRE-APPROVED IMAGE FILE 
IS MERGED WITH DOCUMENT FILE 
AT REMOTE MEMORY LOCATION 



520 



THE PRE-APPROVED IMAGE FILE 

IS PRINTED AS PART OF THE 
DOCUMENT AT REMOTE MEMORY 
LOCATION 




/525 


THE PRINTED I 
PRE-APPROVED If 
THE REMOTE ME 
UNTIL IT IS CLAU 


DOCUMENT WITH 
\/IAGE IS HELD AT 
MORY LOCATION 
JIED BY THE USER 



END 



FIG. 8 



